52       EXPERIENCES WHICH BEST DEVELOP THE CHILD
point of view. The most important part of his sex education
is the relationship which exists between his parents. A child
is quick to sense that which he cannot understand. Harmony
between the parents is felt by the child and responded to with
emotional security and happiness; discord as quickly upsets
his balance and results frequently in behavior problems.7
The patterns of family living which prevail in the particular
school community and all the kinds of forces which affect
family life there, should be known by the teacher, if she is to
be understanding and helpful in local group situations and be
a leader of children. Each family and person holds different
values, and each should be helped to work out his own prob-
lems in the light of his values at each stage of his develop-
ment. Facts such as these present a strong reason for the
teacher's knowing each child's home situation, as many efforts
to educate people have foundered because home traditions
and values have been ignored.
THE PREADOLESCENT CHILD
NINE- TO THIRTEEN-YEAR-OLDS HAVE DISTINCTIVE
NEEDS
Children from nine to thirteen are at that stage of growing
up which is still a puzzle to their elders, probably because
adults do not understand the many' contradictions in the
child's make-up.
The child that is growing normally is restless during these
years, and moves from one interest to another with great ra-
pidity. He is less susceptible to diseases and fatigue than
younger children are. He may or may not show rapid growth,
but, even so, important physiological changes are taking place.
For these reasons individual differences should continue to
receive attention and the child should be helped to adopt
good physical practices.
restless urge to activity brings conflicts with the less
Walter Bantch, Parents and Children Go to School, p, 260.